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Design Review Board 
Study Session 

 

TO: DESIGN REVIEW BOARD 

FROM: NICHOLE MCCARTY, PLANNER II 

(480) 503-6747, NICHOLE.MCCARTY@GILBERTAZ.GOV 

THROUGH: CATHERINE LORBEER, AICP, PRINCIPAL PLANNER 

(480) 503-6016, CATHERINE.LORBEER@GILBERTAZ.GOV 

  

MEETING DATE: JULY 10, 2014 

SUBJECT: DR14-21, EXTRA SPACE STORAGE 

STRATEGIC INITIATIVE:   Community Livability 

This project provides a new personal storage facility for use by businesses and residences in the 

northwest part of the Town. 

REQUEST 

 

DR14-21, Extra Space Storage: site plan, landscape, grading and drainage, elevations, floor 

plans, lighting, colors and materials for an approximately 83,000 square foot, two-story facility 

on 2.2 acres located west of the southwest corner of Baseline Road and Horne Street zoned Light 

Industrial (LI). 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION 

Request for input only. No motion required. 
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APPLICANT/OWNER

Andrews Design Group 

Rosa Pritchett 

4434 N Civic Center Plz #101 

Scottsdale, AZ 85260 

(480) 894-3478 

rpritchett@adgarch.net 

 

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION 

 

History  

Date Action  

June 5, 1984 Town Council approved the annexation of this property (A83-2, 

Ordinance No. 377). 

 

March 3, 2005 Town Council adopted the Land Development Code (LDC) by 

approving Ordinance No. 1625. With the adoption of the LDC, the site 

was zoned Light Industrial (LI). 

 

Overview 

The proposed indoor storage facility is located on a 2.2 acre vacant lot just west of the southwest 

corner of Baseline Road and Horne Street. The site is located on the south side of Baseline Road, 

approximately half way between Cooper Road and McQueen Road. The site borders the City of 

Mesa to the north and is adjacent to other light industrial uses including a rental equipment 

company as well as other warehouse and industrial uses.  
 

 

Surrounding Land Use & Zoning Designations:  

 Existing Land Use 

Classification 
Existing Zoning Existing Use 

North City of Mesa City of Mesa – Light Industrial Vacant Land 

South Light Industrial Light Industrial Vacant Land 

East  Light Industrial Light Industrial Warehouse 

West Light Industrial Light Industrial Equipment Rental 

OnSite Light Industrial Light Industrial Vacant Land 

 

Development Standards: 

 Required per LDC Proposed 

Building Setback Front  30’ 81’ 

Building Setback Side  0’ 33’ 
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 Required per LDC Proposed 

Building Setback Rear  0’ 64’ 

Building Height  55’maximum 44’-6” 

Lot Coverage N/A 45% 

Landscaping in parking area 10% (310 sf) 23% (714 sf) 

Parking 8 spaces 18 (including 1 accessible) 

 

DISCUSSION AND REQUESTED INPUT 

Site Plan 

The proposed facility consists of an 82,800 square feet, 2-story building including a 1,200 square 

foot sales office. The anticipated hours of public access to the site are from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. and 

the sales office will be open from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. The proposed facility is located on the south 

side of Baseline Road, approximately half way between Cooper Road and McQueen Road, and 

just west of Horne Street.  

 

The project site has approximately 300 feet of frontage on Baseline Road, with two access points 

off of the major arterial. The primary entrance is located on the subject property and a secondary 

entrance is shared access with the existing driveway to the east. Both entrances will consist of a 

right-in, right-out turning movement only, as there is an existing traffic median on Baseline Road. 

Additionally, there is a signalized intersection just to the east of the site at Horne Street and 

Baseline Road. 

 

The site design includes fire access around the building with a wide drive aisle to accommodate 

two-way traffic around the entire site. Security gates are located on either side of the building and 

are setback far enough from the access drives to ensure vehicles will not be stacked into the 

adjacent roadway. An existing 6 foot high wall along a portion of the western property boundary 

will remain, and an 8 foot high matching wall will be constructed along the remaining portion. 

Additionally, an 8 foot high wall is being proposed along the southern and eastern property 

boundaries. 

 Staff would like Board input on the overall site design including accessibility. 

    

Parking/Landscape  

The project site will contain 18 parking spaces including 1 accessible space, all located along the 

front of the building. Additionally, there is a loading area in the rear of the building with a 12’ x 

45’ space for larger moving trucks to temporarily park for unloading. A minimum of 10% of the 

parking area is required to be landscaped and the applicant is proposing to landscape 23%. 

 

Adjacent properties to the east and west are fully improved with a wide landscape buffer along 

the frontage. The applicant will provide landscaping in the adjacent right-of-way along Baseline 

Road in addition to the 30 foot landscape setback on their property, for a total of 50 feet wide 
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landscaped area. Completing this section will help provide a continuous landscaped buffer along 

this stretch of roadway. A 5 foot wide landscaped strip will be provided along both sides of the 

facility and a 27 foot wide landscaped area will be provided in the rear of the site over the 

retention area. All side and rear landscaping is being located on the interior side of the property 

boundary walls. 

 

There is an existing 5 foot wide sidewalk in front of the proposed storage facility on Baseline 

Road, connecting to the properties on either side of the site. The proposed site improvements for 

the storage facility include two pedestrian linkages off of the existing sidewalk. New sections of 

accessible sidewalk will be provided through the landscaped area and will lead to striped painted 

paths across the front drive aisle, to connect to the 6’ wide sidewalk in front of the building. 

There will be four foundation planters located near the main building entrance as well as the 

retails sales/office entrance.  

The proposed landscaping palette includes 24” Desert Museum and Sisso trees in the front 

landscaped setback and near the main entry. In the rear of the site 24” Mondel Pines are being 

proposed in the retention area. A mix of colorful plants and shrubs are also being proposed 

around the site, including Green Cloud Sage, Mexican Bird of Paradise, Desert Spoon and 

Golden Mound. The groundcover is ½” minus Desert Gold in all landscaped areas. 

 Staff would like Board input on the landscaping design and pedestrian connectivity. 

 

Elevations/Floor Plans/Colors and Materials 

The project will consist of one 2-story building with a front entrance for vehicles unloading 

small loads of materials for storage and a rear entrance for larger truck and vehicles access with 

larger loads. Both entrances lead directly to a stairwell and elevator for access to the second floor 

storage units. The sales office is located in the front, northeast corner of the building, with direct 

access to the main parking area. 

 

The building material will be primarily stucco finish with accents of glass, aluminum in the 

canopies and storefront system, and standing seam metal roofing at the top of the signage tower.  

The proposed color palette consists of muted desert colors primarily in cream and beige tones, 

but also with gray and accents of a clay toned color. The screen wall will also be stucco in the 

cream color with accents of clay. The proposed palette blends well with existing neighboring 

structures. 

The overall building height being proposed is either 29 feet or 32 feet depending on the section 

of roofline, which includes the height of the parapet to cover rooftop mechanical equipment. The 

proposed building signage tower projects to a height of 41 feet and 6 inches. Staff has been 

working with the applicant to address the building elevations, including the design of the signage 

tower, and this is the third design the applicant has provided us.  

 Staff would like Board input regarding the color palette. 

 Staff would like Board input regarding the general building architectural style, massing 

and vertical movement. 

 Staff would like Board input on the height and design of the signage tower. 
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Signage 

Staff is working with the applicant to collect more specific details on the proposed signage. Staff 

will either bring these details back to the board at the public hearing, or will process the sign 

permits separately through the administrative design review process. In addition to showing the 

proposed location of the building signage on the elevations, the applicant has also shown the 

proposed location of the monument signage on the site plan. The proposed monument sign will 

have to be relocated to be 3 feet outside of the right-of-way. 

 

STAFF REQUEST 

Staff requests input from the Design Review Board. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Nichole McCarty 

Planner II 

 

Attachments: 

 

1. Vicinity Map 

2. Aerial Photo 

3. Site Plan 

4. Landscape Plan 

5. Building Elevations/Floor Plans/Colors and Materials 
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